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[Don Pedro de Lodefia2 to the Crown, Cartagena, July 30,

1586]
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Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty

Having left Cadiz on May 29, this Your Majesty's royal armada
sighted La Dominica on June 30, from which point General Alvaro
Flores steered on a course for Puerto Rico. He sent Campmaster
Juan de Texeda ahead to inspect that place in accordance with
Your Majesty's instructions. We were two days off Puerto Rico and
finally anchored at San German because of the people's need of
water and other refreshment. Despite this detour we arrived in
this harbour of Cartagena on July 18.

Where we found that Francis Drake took this place because he
found it without soldiers and without arms. Having arrived one
afternoon with 23 sail of all sorts, he landed as many as 400 men in
the part they here call La Caleta and marched on the city. From the
galleys they fired a piece or two at the enemy, who retreated. With
seventeen or eighteen men the English sergeant major fled3 toward
the city and while seeking cover discovered (p. 2) fourteen feet
where a breastwork was incomplete, through which they passed and
found the city in such a state that the best soldiers the corsair had
were those of this place and their leaders, for they burned the galleys
and ran without making any sort of resistance, a thing certainly I
am embarrassed and ashamed to relate before Your Majesty,
concerning Spaniards.

The enemy did the city more than 400,000 ducats of damage, its
loss including (?) 107,000 ducats which they paid over in cash and
86 pieces of artillery, plus 250 houses burned and the further damage
done to the cathedral (which is not little), and the booty he got, to
say nothing of the loss of the galleys.

Pedro Fernandez de Busto says that if Don Pedro Vique had

1 A. de /., 72-5-18, Santa Fe* 89. 2 pliego$> original. Duplicated in 712-4-6, Santa

3 His Majesty's governor, succeeding Ferndndez de Busto.
8 *. . . huyo pa. AdelanU . . .' This fleeing forward or retreating toward the front is a
peculiarity of English fighting men upon which history has more than once
remarked!